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Conclusion

The purpose of this work was mainly to compute exact ratios for all the astro-
nomical periods involved in the clocks and mechanisms described by Ludwig
Oechslin in 1996. Although my contribution to the analysis of the gears of
these 29 clocks and mechanisms is limited, I believe that the various gear
trains have been better explained, that gear ratios were better highlighted,
and that some connections that Oechslin didn’t make could be made. Per-
haps most importantly, the new approach made it possible to check Oechslin’s
computations, and, in a few cases, to correct them.

My work has been limited to the astronomical motions, and does not cover
the calendar parts in detail, except in some particular cases. This is essentially
because I do not have sufficiently photographs of these parts, and I did not
want to do some guess-work, although in his first volume Oechslin gives exten-
sive descriptions of these elements. I have also intentionally omitted detailed
descriptions of the principles of many mechanical constructions, and have not
at all analyzed the dimensions, or compared the constructions used by various
authors, or those of a same constructor. Oechslin went at great length over
these topics, but I believe that several volumes like the present one would be
needed for the exegesis of Oechslin’s work.

It should in any case be clear that my work would not have been possible
without Oechslin’s work. And I therefore want to express my deepest gratitude
to Ludwig Oechslin for his wonderful work.
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